Data Needed
For the purposes of the North Central Association, in evaluating college and university libraries and their programs in member institutions and as a basis for consideration of requests for accreditation, it was agreed that some index to the following was needed:
1. The quality of the book collection with reference to the academic program of the institution concerned.
2. The adequacy of the list of periodicals currently received.
3. The expenditures of the library for salaries, books, periodicals, and binding and rebinding.
4. The use of the library collections.
To this end a revision of the checklist of books and the list of periodicals currently received was the primary task of the committee. Brief additional schedules call for the pertinent data on expenditures and use.
The most difficult task of the committee was the preparation of a new checklist of books. The North Central Association took an important forward step some few years ago in deciding to base its accreditation on the acknowledged aims and curricular objectives of each institution.
The application of such a principle to the study of book collections might seem to imply procedures that would be quite impossible.
The principle is quite right.
Each college or university should hold the books needed for its own curricular program, which is the expression of its institutional aim. But how, then, could any list of books be prepared which might serve as a fair checklist of the holdings of all institutions and which might provide data for comparative and evaluative studies?
Evaluating Book Collections
Perfection is hardly to be expected in such matters. But the committee reached certain conclusions, based partially on previous practice, which we believe provide a dependable measure of book collections.
It was decided, first of all, to return to the principle of using reference titles only as the basis of the checklist. The assumption of the 1934 North Central checklist that there would be a high correlation between holdings in the reference collection and library book holdings in general was statistically established. Reference books have an additional value for such use. They are more likely to be free from any partisan bias than the general run of books in a library.
The 1939 revision of the North Central checklist has proved less satisfactory than the 1934 checklist. The revision in 1939 departed from the principle of using reference titles only and was based on the premise that great emphasis should be laid in such an evaluative schedule on current and recent acquisitions.
The principal 
Use of One Checklist
The one checklist will be checked by institutions of all four types. 
Measures of Use
The 
